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so abominable, and so barbarous, as, howsoever other things
stand between us, we cannot choose but most heartily wish and
desire that it may appear both to us and [to] the world, that it
had been committed against your will, and that you do no less
detest and abhor it, than the importance of the case requireth.
But, nephew, where you desire to have this declaration made
here by the said Leyrmonth and others, to the intent punishment
might after follow according to the quality of the crime; to that
we have thought meet frankly to signify unto you that there can
be no such declaration made here, as can either satisfy us, whose
honour the matter most toucheth, or purge the attemptate clearly
to the world, which must needs have it in extreme detestation,
unless you shall first deliver the persons, whom your said letters
declare to have committed the murder, to the hands of our
Warden, that they may be conveyed hither, and here receive
condign punishment for their most cruel and detestable enter-
prise.   For, if you should take the punishment of them yourself,
it might not only be thought to us, who hath received the dis-
pleasure of it, and is npt now, as you know, in the terms of amity
with you, but also to the whole world, that to cover the act,
whereby it should not appear from whence it had his ground and
original, though you show yourself displeased with it; yet having
the matter still in your own hand, you might cause other male-
factors to be executed in the lieu of the very offenders, and suffer
the offenders to escape unpunished; which suspicion were in any
wise to be eschewed and avoided.   Wherefore, seeing the matter
cannot be cleared by any mean of declaration here, but only by the
deliverance of the said persons named in your said letters, we have
written to our said Warden, that if it shall like you to deliver
them to him or to his deputies, he shall receive them, and see
them conveyed surely unto us.   Right excellent, right high, and
mighty Prince, our good brother and nephew, we beseech God
to send you health, and to direct your proceedings to His pleasure.
Given under our Signet, at our honour of Hampton Court, the
loth of December, the 34th year of our reign.